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Second Judge Raps FBI Report 





CIO Condemns C.O. Pay Rate 


Several CIO unions have protested the sub-standard 
wages being paid C.O.’s assigned to hospital work. 
Although the practice of paying C.O.’s less than the 
regular wage has arisen in several states, the protest has 
come largely because of the situation in Alabama. In 
that state, C.0.’s are being paid $75.00 per month. The 
figure was set as comparable to the cash pay of army 
draftees. Obviously, financial benefits to the soldier in 
addition to his monthly pay check were not calculated. 

A resolution on C.O. pay adopted by the Marine and 
Shipbuilding Workers in October stated in part, “This 
situation is a serious threat to our fellow unionists. It is 
a weapon against unions being applied with the approval 
of representatives of the government. It reflects no 
credit on our democracy when we tell conscientious ob- 
jectors that we recognize their freedom of conscience 
and then force them to serve as bludgeons against other 
citizens. 

“Therefore, be it resolved: that this 16th National 
Convention of the Industrial Union of Marine and Ship- 
building Workers of America, CIO, condemn the practice 
of certain state institutions and federal officials of exploit- 
ing conscientious objectors and using them for the pur- 
pose of undercutting union wage scales . . .” 


Mobile Council Protests 


The Mobile Industrial Union Council, which repre- 
sents all CIO unions in Mobile County, Alabama, pro- 
tested the employment of C.O.’s in Alabama state 
hospitals. The Council stated in its report that the con- 
scientious objector is a “sort of prisoner of the United 
States in that he is being compelled to do something in 
punishment for his refusal to fight in the armed forces 
of the country.” 

The controversy in Alabama was started by the local 
organization of the CIO Government and Civic Employ- 
ees Organizing Committee. Gerald Fitzgerald, legislative 
director for the committee, reported in the September 
issue of Service, the official publication of GCEOC, “Con- 
scientious objectors have now become an anti-union 
device in at least-one area of the country, thanks to the 
ambiguity of the Selective Service Act .. . In terms of 
‘national health, safety and service’ there may or may 
not be disagreement, but there is no room for anything 
but disagreement on the wage issue involved. The C.O.’s 
are slated, according to a press announcement by the 
Director, to receive the same pay as the GI inductee, 
$75.00 per month. The CO. will be expected to do the 

(Continued on page 3) 





Judge Hincks Rules Law Requires 
Reports to be Part of Record 





Andrew Geyer, a Jehovah’s witness, was acquitted 
of a charge of refusal to submit for induction when 
tried in United States District Court at New Haven, 
Connecticut, September 30. In a statement of Special 
Findings and Opinion filed subsequently, Judge C. C. 
Hincks explained in detail the basis of his verdict of 
not guilty. 

Geyer had filed with his local board a claim for 
C.O. status as well as information tending to support 
IV-D classification as a minister. The court held that 
there was no error in the denial of the IV-D. 

The Connecticut State Appeal Board had requested 
permission to see the FBI investigative report, but the 
request was denied. The appeal board then classified 
Geyer I-A, as the Department of Justice recommended. 
The hearing officer had recommended I-A-O. 

Judge Hincks noted that he fully agreed with Judge 
Smith’s decision in the Oller and Donovan cases (NEWS 
NOTES, July-August, 1952) but that he based his con- 
trolling ruling in the Geyer case on statutory con- 
struction. 


Appeal Board Must Have Entire Record 


The opinion pointed out that the appeal board was 
not bound by the recommendation of the Department of 
Justice and that “This clearly imports that the board 
shall evaluate the worth of the recommendation which is 
a task impossible of fulfillment unless the board has 
access to the entire record on which the recommendation 
is based. 

Judge Hincks also commented that, “Congress was 
not using empty words when in Sec. 451 of the Act it 
solemnly declared ‘that in a free society the obligations 
and privileges of serving in the armed forces and the 
reserve components thereof should be shared generally, 
in accordance with a system of selection which is fair 
and just, and which is consistent with the maintenance 
of an effective national economy.’ A system in which 
selections might be made in uniformed reliance upon 
the recommendation of an executive officer bottomed 
perhaps on secret polive reports, would indeed make a 
mockery of that high declaration of policy. Only if the 
Act be construed to require that the investigative reports 
shall become a part of the record open to the appeal 
board and all concerned is the ‘system of selection— 
just and fair’ within our Anglo-Saxon concepts of justice 
and due process.” 
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Cases Can Be Dismissed 


A number of times when C.O.’s have been arrested 
in various parts of the country, cases have been dropped 
without the United States Attorney following through 
with the prosecution. Since these cases are of no value 
as legal precedents, and it is impossible to obtain com- 
plete reports on them, CCCO makes no attempt to keep 
a record of them. 

However, since it is sometimes possible to obtain 
dismissals of this sort, C.O. counselors and committees 
should study all cases for this possibility. It is the 
official policy of the Department of Justice to leave dis- 
cretion up to the local United States Attorney as to which 
cases should be dropped without prosecution. 

In general, there are two types of cases where dis- 
missals can be obtained “without going to trial. These 
are cases where registrants change their minds and those 
where the government can not obtain convictions. 

The first of these two is the more common. It hap- 
pens frequently in non-C.O. cases when a “draft-dodger” 
is finally caught and then wishes to go into the army 
instead of prison. Usually, the registrant is allowed to 
make this choice. In C.O. cases it happens when an 
absolutist decides to cooperate with the C.O. procedure, 
and the government allows him to do so. Quite similar 
are the absolutist cases where the government registers 
the non-registrant or fills out the questionnaires, and the 
classification procedure goes on the same way as if the 
man had cooperated. 


New Services Added 


CCCO is in the process of organizing new services 
for attorneys handling C.O. cases in order to increase 
the effectiveness of our assistance to men in legal difh- 
culties. All material sent to attorneys will now be 
punched to fit a standard notebook. All reported Selec- 
tive Service cases will be summarized periodically, and 
important cases will be sent to attorneys as rapidly as 
possible. Typical briefs will be made available for re- 
questing probation, reduction of sentence, and similar 
legal motions. Research on legal problems involving 
conscience will be intensified. The new program has 
been planned by the CCCO Court Committee. 





The second type of case, where the government can 
not obtain convictions, generally involves some _pro- 
cedural error by the local board or some other part of 
the Selective Service System. If the error is obvious, 
for instance an appearance before the local board has 
been properly requested but never granted, there is gen- 
erally no difficulty in getting the case dropped. If the 
error is not obvious, it may take a great deal of work, 
even as much as a trial preparation, to convince the D.A. 
that he can’t win. 

Once a case is dismissed without prosecution it goes- 
back to the local board for reopening of the classifica- 
tion and a new start through the selective service process, 
just the same as if the registrant had been acquitted by 
a trial. 





we've finally got it ready. 


The Handbook is a complete collection 
of factual and technical information for 
C.O.'s of all degrees of objection. It opens 
with a series of questions most frequently 
asked by C.O.’s with page references for 
the answers. The Handbook is then divided 
into four sections with contents as follows: 
Section L the third edition of Conscientious 
Objectors Under Selective Service with a 
new section on civilian work assignment 
and many minor changes bringing it up-to- 
date; Section II, the second edition of the 
Prison and Court Manual; Section IIL C.O.’s 
in the Armed Forces, a slightly abridged 


35¢ per single copy 
three for one dollar, postpaid 





We apologize for being 10 show--- 


During all of World War II it was not done. During the 
first four years of the present draft law it — get done. But 


HANDBOOK FOR 
CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS 


This booklet is sure to be a C.O. best seller. Advance orders for 2,876 copies have already been received. 
Publication date: November 10th 


ORDER FROM CCCO 


edition of the Loft-Tatum report: Section IV, 
Thinking Through the Basis of Conscientious 
Objection, mostly a revision and compila- 
tion of World War II material now out of 
print on the meaning of religious training 
and belief, discussion of conscientious ob- 
jection and the use of force, questions 
asked C.O.’s by draft boards and hearing 
officers. (The purpose of Section IV is to 
raise questions, not answer them, to prepare 
C.O.’s for filmg Form 150 and for: explain- 
ing their position.) Indexed. 104 pages. 
(Revised sections are not available sepa- 
rately.) 


25c each, plus postage 
in quantities of ten or more 
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NOTICE 
Draft Age Men 


The selective service law pro- 
vides exemption from combat 
training and duty or all military 
duty for some. conscientious ob- 
jectors. If you are “conscientious- 
ly opposed to participation in 
war in any form”* and need 
information or other assistance— 


Write, phone or visit: 
CENTRAL COMMITTEE 
FOR 
CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS 


2006 Walnut Street 
Philadelphia 3, Pa. 


Phone: Rittenhouse 6-1480 
or ‘ 
(This space left blank for the use of local 
groups. Size of notice, 84 x 11) 


*quotation from Section (j) of the draft 
law. 











C.O.’s are in prison today because they 
did not know where they could get help with 
their draft problems. You can help us prevent 
serious difficulties for men who might not 
otherwise get aid. Order the above notices 
in quantity and get them posted in churches, 
Y’s, maybe even draft board offices. Use your 
imagination on the possibilities. 


ORDER FROM CCCO 


Ten or less no charge, quantities lc each. 











CIO CONDEMNS PAY RATE 
(Continued from page 1) 


same work as the regular employee who is at a minimum 
rate of $185 per month. 

“Tt doesn’t require much imagination to picture the 
wholesale demotions or discharges of regular employees 
to benefit by that differential . . . This is the identical 
issue that occasioned CIO opposition to UMT in hear- 
ings last spring. The fear was expressed then that the 
law as proposed would pave the way for union-busting: 
this is evidence that the fear was justified.” 


Briefly Noted 


Alan Thomson has apparently settled his Selective 
Service difficulties. At one time, he was indicted on five 
counts of violating the Selective Service Act and could 
have been sentenced to 25 years in prison (NEWS 
NOTES, November, 1951). After Thomson agreed to 
cooperate with the C.O. provisions of the law his case 
was sent back to the local board and then through the 
C.O. appeal process. He was finally given a I-O classi- 
fication. He has now married and been assigned to a 
school in Tehran, Iran, by the Presbyterian Board of 
Foreign Missions. 

* oa * 

Amos Brokaw will be paroled from Ashland, Ken- 
tucky, December 9. Brokaw and his legal difficulties are 
well known to the readers of NEWS NOTES. He is the 
only C.Q. in the country who has served three prison 
sentences for his conscientious objection. He also served 
18 months in Civilian Public Service. 

* 7 ” 

Joel, Orin, Sid, and Paul Doty face the possibility 
of another prosecution for conscientious refusal to co- 
operate with Selective Service. The four brothers from 
Bruno, Minnesota, who have all served one sentence for 
refusal to register are being processed again by their 


local draft board. 
6K * * 

Briefs have been filed in the Nick Christiano case, 
but the judge has not handed down an opinion as we go 
to press. Christiano’s case is of special interest, because 
he was acquitted once and is now being prosecuted fol- 
lowing a new order to report for induction. (See NEWS 
NOTES, April, 1951; September, 1952) 

* * * 


George Rogers and his son, Grady, are both serving 
sentences at Springfield, Missouri. The father has three 
years for counseling evasion and the son two and a half 
years for refusing to report for induction. The men were 
sentenced in Oklahoma by Judge Wallace. George 
Rogers is the fourth person convicted of counseling 
evasion in a C.Q. case under the present law. CCCO 
has not been in direct contact with the Rogers family, 
and details of the “crime” have not been obtained. 
George Rogers served as his own attorney at his trial. 

* * * 

A new pacifist organization, Veterans Against War, 
was launched at the national conference of the Fellow- 
ship of Reconciliation held at Lancaster, Ohio, Septem- 
ber 6. Membership is open to former members of the 
armed forces who are now conscientious objectors. As- 
sociate membership is available to those who have been 
under some form of military organization as ROTC, the 
National Guard, or a military school. Persons who wish 
to enroll or obtain further information should write to 
Frank Kellar, 50 Franklin Avenue, Souderton, Pa. 

* * * 

All officers of the CCCO have been reelected to serve 
another term. The officers are Ray Newton and A. J. 
Muste, Co-chairmen, and Allen Olmsted, 2nd, and 
Katherine Arnett, treasurers. 

* * * 

Is this the first issue of NEWS NOTES which you 
have seen? We would be glad to add your name to our 
mailing list if you are interested. There is no charge. 
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THE COURT REPORTER 


I PROSECUTIONS 
Confirmation not previously available 
4-25-52 Marvin Koehn, 1 year and 1 day, 
(Kansas) Judge D. C. Hill 
Grady Rogers, 24% years, (Oklahoma) 
Judge Wallace 
? George Rogers, 3 years, (Oklahoma) 
Judge Wallace, Counseling evasion 
8-12-52 James Wenger, 21% yrs., (Phila., Pa.) 
Judge Grim 
Sentenced since last issue 
9-24-52 Emmett Blincoe, 2 yrs., (San Francisco, 
Cal.) Judge Michael Roche 
10-7-52 Stanley Sydow, convicted, sentence 
pending, (Omaha, Neb.) Judge James 
Donohoe, appeal pending 
10-15-52 Richard Bender, 2 yrs., (Scranton, Pa.) 
Judge L. Albert Watson, appeal pending 
10-21-52 Richard Santi, convicted, sentence pend. 
(Hartford, Conn.) Judge Smith 
Arrests since last issue 
Illinois—William Duncan, Richard Harris 
Massachusetts—Edward French, Steve Barragato, 
George Silcock 
New York—Louis Mascaro, Carl Mascaro 
(All prosecutions for refusal to report for or 
submit to induction unless otherwise noted.) 


Il RELEASED FROM PRISON 
On Parole 
9-6-52 Arnold Schroder 
9-29-52 Eldon Bargen 
10-22-52 William Zeo 
10-25-52 Edmund Baron 


III MEN CURRENTLY IMPRISONED 

seeiaiel Correctional Institution, Ashland, Ky.— 
Aaron Yoder, Kenneth Champney, 
James Pierce, Clifford Walter, Don 
Begeman, Amos Brokaw, Edwin White 

Federal Reformatory, Chillicothe, Ohio—Carlton 
Owen 

Federal Correction Institution, Danbury, Conn.— 
Lester Packer, Henry Koster, Wilbert 
Wilson, Edward Hosten, Paul Zimmer- 
man, James Wenger 

Federal Correctional Institution, Milan, Mich.— 
Robert Suydam 

Federal Prison Camp, Mill Point, W. Va.—Frank- 
lin Curia, Loy Imboden, M. H. Rambo 

Federal Penitentiary, McNeil Island, Wash.—Don- 
ald Koch, James MacDonald, Bernard 
Primbsch, Charles Hoeh, Roger Rose, 
Richard Barrett, Jack Parkhurst, Ed- 
ward Reed, Hubert Barnes, George 
Waegell, Emmett Blincoe 

Federal Reformatory, Petersburg, Va.—Larry At- 
kins, Gordon Oehser, Vasyl Sereda 

Medical Center for Federal Prisoners, Springfield, 
Mo.—Robert Michener, Robert Beach, 
George Rogers, Grady Rogers, Rubin 
Kaufman, Robert Starkweather, Marvin 
Koehn 


Cards Express Fellowship 


Each year at this time NEWS NOTES reminds its 
readers that C.O.’s in federal prisons, like the other in- 
mates, can receive an unlimited number of Christmas 
cards. The only limitation is that the cards can not have 
any message other than the regular printed greeting. 
The cards may be signed by a single individual or sev- 
eral persons. 

The Court Reporter on this page lists the men in 
prison and the complete address to be used in address- 
ing cards. The December issue of NEWS NOTES should | 
be mailed in time to give readers a last minute corrected 
list before Christmas, but if it should not, use this list. 
Visitors to prisons in November should notify CCCO 
promptly of any changes so the list can be as correct as 
possible. 

Many C.O.’s in prison last Christmas sent word to 
CCCO that they greatly appreciated the cards they re- 
ceived. The receipt of Christmas cards in large numbers 
is a real expression of fellowship for the men in prison. 
This expression of fellowship is noted by The Bureau of 
Prisons and other inmates as well as by the C.0.’s. The 
War Resisters’ International circulates the names abroad, 
so some cards will arrive from foreign countries. 

In at least one institution last year, C.O.’s were rac- 
ing communists to see who would receive the largest 
number of cards. In the one case where specific num- 
bers were reported, the communists won. 





Federal Prison Camp, Tucson, Ariz.—Alfred Dana, 
Jack Jenewin, Jim George, Howard Har- 
ris, William Georgeoff, George Meade, 
Norman Rush, Rudy Linan, Roy Elder, 
Thomas Hidley 

Federal Prison Camp, Tulelake, Cal.—Frank 
Broderick 

Institutions not verified—Harry Gilmore, Stanley 
Sydow, Richard Bender 

Total number of C.O.’s convicted since 1948 Act 

to date: 174 (This is a minimum number since 

we miss a few cases, and J.W.’s and Muslims are 
not included.) 
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